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CITY OF MONROE 

2020 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PLAN 

1. Introduction 
 

Overview and Background 

 

A. The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit is a requirement of the federal 

Clean Water Act. The intention of this act is to protect water quality and restore waters for 

ñfishable, swimmable, etc.ò uses. The Environmental Protection Agency has delegated permit 

authority to state environmental agencies. In Washington State, the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System is over seen by the Washington State Department of Ecology. Through the 

implementation of relevant provisions the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

operates in conjunction with Washington Stateôs Water Pollution Control Law. As a municipality 

with a population less than 100,000, The City of Monroe, is considered a Phase II community. 

As such, The City of Monroe operates in full compliance with the Phase II National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System Municipal Stormwater Permit as a small/medium municipal 

separate storm sewer system. More than 80 small/medium cities within western Washington 

operate within the Phase II Permit. 

 

The permit authorizes the discharge of stormwater runoff from municipal drainage systems into 

the stateôs surface waters (streams, rivers, lakes, wetland, etc.) and groundwaters as long as 

municipalities implement permit specified best management practices. In the effort to protect 

water quality and reduce the discharge of non-point source pollutants to the maximum extent 

practicable the use of best management practices is vital. In addition, best management practices 

are intended to meet all state known, available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control, 

and treatment waste discharge requirements.  

 

The best management practices specified in the permit require that all regulated 

municipalities create and implement a Stormwater Management Program. This 

program is collectively grouped in the following program components: 

 

ü Public Education and Outreach 

ü Public Involvement and Participation 

ü Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

ü Controlling Runoff from New Development, Redevelopment, and Construction Sites 

ü Municipal Operations and Maintenance 

ü Total Maximum Daily Load Requirements 

ü Monitoring and Assessments 

 

With a focus on the protection of water quality in our streams, lakes, rivers, wetlands, and 

groundwaters the strategic approach to the components of this permit are essential. The Permit 

plans and conditions are phased in over a five year permit term. Annually, The City of Monroe, 

submits a report of compliance by March 31st  to the Department of Ecology. Additionally, the 

permit requires the supplemental submission of the purposed and continuing Stormwater 

Management Program activities for the upcoming year.  
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Permit History  

 

B. The Department of Ecology issued Washington States first Phase II Municipal Stormwater 

Permit to Western Washington municipalities in 2007. The term of this permit was January 17, 

2007 to February 15, 2012. The Department of Ecology issues a blanket permit specifying 

general conditions applicable to phase II municipalities. The City of Monroe was included in this 

permit. In response to appeals and the Pollution Control Hearing Board the permit was modified 

on January 17, 2009. 

 

In August 2012, the Department of Ecology issued the Stormwater Management Manual for 

Western Washington. This manual contains guidance based upon the requirement for new 

development, redevelopment, and construction sites. Along with this manual the initial permit 

was extended until July 31, 2013. In July of 2013, the 2013-2019 permit was issued. This permit 

retains the implementation approach set forth in the initial permit, with the distinct addition of 

increased Performance Measures as well as the inclusion of new ones.  

 

Through further debate and appeal, the Department of Ecology issued a revised Stormwater 

Management Manual for Western Washington in late December 2014. The modifications that 

accompanied this permit went into effect January 16, 2015. In 2017, the Department of Ecology 

extended the existing permit cycle an additional year. A revised Stormwater Management 

Manual for Western Washington along with the current permit went into effect August 1, 2019 

as stated by the Department of Ecology. This permit is issued through 2024. 

 

All Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permits and the accompanying manuals 

are available on the Department of Ecologyôs website. 

 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Annual Report Documentation 

 

C. The submittal of the annual report is required by March 31st of each year. The National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Annual Report consists of the following documents: 

ü Stormwater Management Program Plan: Developed by the City to summarize the 

continuing and planned National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit 

implementation activities to assure continued compliance for the coming year. 

ü Compliance Report: Specific check mark sheet provided by the Department of Ecology 

which verifies compliance for the previous calendar year. The Compliance Report is a 

prescriptive report that is filled out by stormwater management staff. 

 

City of Monroe Overview and Background 

 

D. The City of Monroe is located in Snohomish County approximately 22 miles northeast of 

Seattle, Washington. Monroe lies at the base of the Cascade foothills in the Skykomish River 

Valley. The Skykomish River creates a natural flowing borders to the south. Woods Creek forms 

a pseudo eastern border with a small section of the City limits lying to south and east of the 

creek. The western portion of the City, including the commercial corridor along State Route 2, 

the Fryelands neighborhood, and the developing areas north of State Route 2 lie within the 
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French Creek drainage basin. Stormwater from this area drains to French Creek. French Creek 

flows into the Snohomish River several miles to the west of The City of Monroe. State Route 

522 as well as the Burlington Northern Railroad also intersect within the City. 

 

The majority of the City is built on shallow slopes, typically less than 0.5 percent grade. The 

soils within these flat areas are composed of loamy/silty sands which are well suited to farming 

activities. Beneath these soils lie deep recessional outwash gravels which drain exceedingly well. 

Due to the natural stormwater infiltration capabilities, The City of Monroe, experiences very few 

areas of localized flooding. With growth, development, and the increase of impervious surfaces, 

urbanization has created the vital need for proper stormwater management to ensure that 

flooding does not become a concern.  

 

Water quality degradation due to stormwater runoff can occur from many different sources. 

Stormwater runoff can carry sediment and pollutants from a variety of sources into local water 

bodies. These sources include but are not limited to residential, commercial, industrial, 

agriculture, and livestock locations. Pollutants in stormwater runoff include metals, (lead, 

cadmium, zinc, copper) oil/grease, pesticides/fertilizers, and bacteria. Increased impervious 

surfaces form urbanization within the Puget Sound basin has directly increased runoff. Man-

made structures such as rooftops, streets, and parking lots directly correlate to greater levels of 

stormwater runoff and peak flow rates. The increased pollutant loads linked to the increased 

volumes of stormwater runoff result in impacts to downstream properties, localized water bodies, 

and the Puget Sound. This runoff can be detrimental to many species including native salmon. In 

accordance with the Federal Endangered Species Act and the regulations placed by the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, stormwater management is of the upmost importance to 

the City of Monroe.  

 

This document has been prepared to meet the City of Monroeôs Western Washington Phase II 

Municipal Stormwater Permit requirement for written documentation. The City of Monroeôs 

Stormwater Management Program is intended to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the City 

of Monroeôs municipal storm system to the maximum extent practicable, to meet all state known, 

available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control, and treatment waste discharge 

requirements, and protect water quality. This goal will be accomplished via the inclusion of all 

Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit components. 

 

In compliance with Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Performance Measures, 

the City of Monroe is currently implementing actions and activities called for in this document. 

The City of Monroe will continue to meet and exceed these actions and activities. As part of the 

implementation of the Stormwater Management Program, the City of Monroe will gather, track, 

maintain, and use informational data on an on-going basis. This information will be used to 

evaluate the Stormwater Management Program development, implementation, compliance, and 

to set timeline priorities for future needs.  The City of Monroe will continue to track the cost of 

development and implementation of each component of the Stormwater Management Program.   

 

This document is updated annually for submittal with the City of Monroeôs Annual Report to the 

Washington State Department of Ecology.  
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E. City of Monroe Storm Drainage Map 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 


